
MOUSE COLONY MANAGEMENT CALENDAR
1. Keep a calendar of what colors coordinate with what events.

2. Place the appropriate color sticker on the cage card for the week mice are born.

3. Each week look at the color to see what tasks have to be completed.

4. This schedule allows for tissue collection for genotyping and identification. If you do not need to genotype your mice, do nothing this week.

5. Occasionally mice are born towards the end of the week and may not be ready to be weaned on Monday. If this is the case allow for a few more days or until the mice are 18-24 days. Weaning age depends on strain of mice. Likewise if the mice are born in the beginning of the week you will need to wean on Monday. 

6. It’s good practice to check the colony on Monday and look at the color dot so you can plan your weekly tasks accordingly.
For example: If today were January 17th  (see table 1) you would place a red dot on any cages that had a litter born.  Cages with a yellow dot would need to be genotyped this week.  Cages with a blue dot would need to be weaned this week.
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BORN


NOTHING


TAIL (PCR COLLECTION) AND EAR PUNCH (IDENTIFICATION)


WEAN

January (Table 1)
	Code
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	        Born

       Nothing

      Tail/Ear Punch

        Wean
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

	        Born

       Nothing

      Tail/Ear Punch

        Wean
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	        Born

       Nothing

      Tail/Ear Punch

        Wean
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

	        Born

       Nothing

      Tail/Ear Punch

        Wean
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23

	        Born

       Nothing

      Tail/Ear Punch

        Wean
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30

	        Born

       Nothing

      Tail/Ear Punch

        Wean
	31
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